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the conference is condemned as extravagant," writes
Mr. Perceval in 1842^ "let the reader call to mind
what was then actually the condition as well as the
prospect of the Church and nation: an agrarian and
civic insurrection against the bishops and clergy, and
all who desired to adhere to the existing institutions of
the country; the populace goaded on, openly by the
speeches, covertly (as was fully believed at the time)
by the paid emissaries of the ministers of the Crown;
the chief of those ministers in his place in Parliament
bidding the bishops ' set their house in order'; the mob
taking him at his word, and burning to the ground the
palace of the Bishop of Bristol, with the public build-
ings of the city, while they shouted the Premier's name
in triumph on the rains." The pressing imminence of
the danger is taken for granted by the calmest and
most cautious of the party, Mr. Rose, in a letter of
February 1833. " That something is requisite, is
certain. The only thing is, that whatever is done
ought to be quickly done, for the danger is immediate,
and / should have little fear if I thought that we
could stand for ten or fifteen years as we are"* In the
Apologia Cardinal Newman recalls what was before
him in those days. "The Whigs had come into
power; Lord Grey had told the bishops to * set their
house in order/ and some of the prelates had been
insulted and threatened in the streets of London.
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